2025-26 Bucs Basketball SAG - Meeting 2 - Minutes
	Date
	Tuesday 20th October 2026
	

	Time
	10:00-12:00
	

	Location
	Microsoft Teams
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	1. Apologies / Welcome

Welcomes made to new Women's Student Representative, Fatma Essa from the University of Birmingham. The group is still recruiting for a Men's Student Representative.
Apologies were received per above.
	

	2. Minutes and Matters Arising (Meeting ‘4’ 2025-26) 
	All matters covered in agenda

	3. BUCS Update
3.1 - 3.1 3x3 Basketball Development
· BUCS confirmed that the planned 3x3 trial competition was not delivered in 2025-26 due to procurement and delivery challenges.
· Work remains ongoing on competition regulations and eligibility criteria.
· A BUCS 3x3 trial event is expected to take place during the current season.
· Success of the trial will be measured through participation numbers and participant feedback. 
Action: BUCS to circulate a formal update on 3x3 developments and event plans. 
3.2 Wheelchair Basketball
· British Wheelchair Basketball continue to face significant referee shortages.
· Universities with wheelchair basketball programmes have been offered referee conversion courses for qualified running-game officials.
· Members agreed to promote these opportunities through their networks. 
Action: Members to share wheelchair referee conversion course opportunities locally. 
3.3 Regionalisation Review
· BUCS is finalising a paper exploring further regionalisation of lower-tier leagues.
· Initial analysis suggests Men's Basketball Tier 4 and below may be suitable for A/B/C/D strand structures.
· Women's Basketball met some criteria but is not currently proposed for progression.
· Further details and consultation papers will be shared shortly. 
Action: BUCS to distribute regionalisation paper when completed.
3.4 Regulations and Discipline 
Key Changes for 2026-27
Referee Requirements
· Tier 1 and National Trophy referee requirements have been relaxed.
· England and Wales no longer require a Level 3 referee as.
· Two Level 2 officials are now acceptable across the UK. 
Player Licensing
· Guidance has been updated to reflect use of digital Basketball England membership cards via Hoops HQ.
· Discussion noted a possible future move towards a "No Licence, No Play" approach beyond current Premier-level application, introduced at Tier 1.
Scoresheets
· Clarification added regarding acceptable scoresheet completion standards – running scoresheet, but traditional accepted.
· Electronic scoring remains limited due to licensing and system compatibility issues. 
Discipline
· Discipline procedures have been formalised and documented.
· Processes, timelines and appeals have been clarified.
· Appeal fees remain aligned to the Basketball England process. 
Match Ball Proposal
· A proposal to extend mandatory ball requirements beyond Premier-level competitions was not supported by members.
· Further consideration may be needed following changes to BUCS commercial partnerships.


	




	4. Focus Areas for 2026-27
The group agreed three key focus areas for the year:
1. National League Development
Including:
· Progression of the National League discussion paper.
· Consideration of impacts across all BUCS tiers.
· Alignment between Premier, Tier 1 and lower tiers. 
2. 3x3 Basketball Development
· Support for the BUCS trial event.
· Monitoring participation and future implementation opportunities. 
3. Officials Development
Including:
· Recruitment and retention of referees.
· Qualification pathways.
· Female officials development.
· Referee availability and deployment.
· Potential regional referee development structures.
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	5. Officials Development and Survey Findings
The Chair presented findings from the officials survey.
Key Results
· 73% reported they fully comply with official requirements.
· 25% reported compliance most of the time.
· 64% rated appointment of officials as difficult.
· Only 36% considered appointments easy or very easy. 
Game Fees
· Strong support (65%) for a nationally regulated game fee.
· Most referee fees currently sit between £25-£35 per game.
· Some institutions pay £40-£60 including travel.
· Mileage payments are generally: 
· Scotland: 40p per mile
· England: 45p per mile. 
Main Challenges Identified
· Referee availability.
· Wednesday fixture congestion.
· Competition between institutions within major cities.
· Lack of female referees.
· Difficulties meeting qualification requirements. 
Suggested Solutions from Survey
· Regional referee directories.
· Centralised booking systems.
· Subsidised referee courses.
· Mentoring and development pathways.
· Centralised appointments for Premier fixtures.
· Greater partnership working with national governing bodies.

Actions: BUCS to explore regional fixture setting and raise conversation with SSS around passing to Scottish members.

Officials Development Discussion
The group held an extensive discussion regarding referee development.
Themes
· Development activity should focus on long-term referee recruitment and retention.
· Consideration should be given to regional referee development hubs.
· A recommendations document could be developed for institutions covering: 
· referee recruitment;
· fixture scheduling;
· local appointment processes;
· qualification opportunities. 
Fixture Congestion
Members highlighted challenges in cities where multiple institutions host fixtures simultaneously, increasing pressure on officials and facilities.
BUCS advised that city-wide fixture balancing is currently difficult due to scheduling system limitations, but regional fixture-blocking arrangements remain possible. 
Action: Maz Veater to discuss regional fixture-blocking approaches with Scottish student sport colleagues. 
Neutrality Requirements
The group discussed whether highly qualified officials should continue to be subject to neutrality restrictions.
Points raised:
· Other sports have relaxed neutrality requirements for highly qualified officials.
· Experienced officials may not require the same restrictions.
· This could significantly increase the available officials pool. 
Action: Review neutrality requirements as part of future Appendix 5/officials regulations review.

	JM,

	6. A.O.B.
Four Nations University Competition
An update was provided on plans to continue the university international competition involving the home nations.
· Intention is to run the competition again next year.
· Aspirations include introducing a women's competition.
· Discussions are ongoing with participating nations and potential hosts.
International Players in National League
A concern was raised regarding:
· restrictions on international players within National League teams;
· costs associated with registration and licensing;
· barriers affecting international students' access to competition opportunities. [BUCS SAG | Word]
Discussion acknowledged:
· Existing regulations are intended to balance competitive opportunities and player eligibility rules.
· Further discussions will take place with Basketball England representatives. [BUCS SAG | Word]
Action: Iain Molyneux, Daniel Cox and Basketball England representatives to continue discussions outside the meeting.
	



Dates and times of meetings for 2026-27 season.
Meeting 2 – TBC per doodle poll results.
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