BUGS RUGBY LEAGUE IMPACT REPORT

2025-26 Season
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FOREWARD

As we wrap up our latest strategy in the university sector, it is a good time to
reflect on the growth and progress we have seen over the past four seasons.
This journey began with the development of a stronger working relationship, which
led to the creation of the Rugby League Coordinator role within BUCS. This gave us
a greater opportunity to focus on improving the playing experience across the
university game and ultimately led to the introduction of the National League
within the Men’s competition.

At the same time, we recognised the need to further develop and grow the
Women's game. This has seen the successful delivery of the Winter League and, for
the first time, the Women’s 9s competition being recognised as an official BUCS
sport.

As we reach this point, following what has been our most successful season to
date, highlighted by an outstanding Men’s 9s competition, which shows a stark
difference since 2022, it is also a moment to look ahead. While we are proud of the
progress made, we know there is still significant work to do to continue
strengthening and growing the rugby league landscape within the university sector.

It is also important at this point to put on the record our thanks to Abbie, Maz and
the wider BUCS infrastructure for the support, effort, and work in delivering an
outstanding four years of growth and progress.

As we develop our next strategy, our commitment to the development and growth
of university rugby league for both men and women remains unwavering. The
university game remains a strategically important part of the wider success and
future growth of rugby league, and we are excited about the opportunities ahead.

Tom Brindle
RFL Head of Growth and Women'’s Super League General Manager

This report marks the conclusion of the current funding cycle and reflects a period of
real progress across university Rugby League.

The funding of the Rugby League Coordinator role signalled a clear commitment to
improving the experience of our higher education athletes. Working in close partnership
with the RFL, we have delivered meaningful change, including the introduction of the
Men’s National League and the successful implementation of Women’s 9s, helping to
create greater parity within our events programme.

Just as importantly, we have reshaped the Men’s competition structure to better reflect
student need, placing insight, feedback and the student voice at the centre of our
decision making. The collaborative, progressive and ambitious approach taken
throughout this period has been fundamental to the progress achieved, and | would like
to thank the RFL for their investment, time and strategic support.

This report celebrates the impact of the final season, but also the foundations built
across the full funding period. It is something we should be proud of, and a strong
platform for the future.

Neal Kington
BUCS Head of Competitions
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MALE

1900 PLAYERS
INCREASE

it

2025-26 1,500 MALE

2025-26 87% FIXTURE COMPLETION RATE

95 TOURNAMENTS

2022-23 1 TOURNAMENT WITH 9 TEAMS PARTICIPATING
2025-26 2 TOURNAMENTS WITH 20 TEAMS PARTICGIPATING

PARTICIPATION

FEMALE

190 PLAYERS
INCREASE

2024-25 187 FEMALE

SEASON
DID NOT PLAY RL BEFORE UNIVERSITY

76% WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY RL NEXT YEAR
TOURNAMENTS

2022-23 N0 9s PROVISION
2023-24 1 TOURNAMENT

2024-25 2 TOURNAMENTS
2025-26 9sTOURNAMENT ADOPTED BY BUCS
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MEN'S DEVELOPMENT
DEVELOPMENT FUND SUCCGESS STORIES
SUCCESSFUL APPLICATIONS
24,317 SPENT OVER TWO VEARS
FOCUS AREAS:

PROFILE AND ENGAGEMENT



PREMIER LEAGUE NORTH

AND SOUTH

6 TEAMS IN BOTH LEAGUES
COMPLETION RATE

The introduction of the National League has
already increased the overall
competitiveness of the competition. It's been

great to see some of the Southern teams
really challenging.

¥

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE

TEAMS: EXETER, LEEDS, LEEDS
BECKETT, LOUGHBOROUGH,
NEWCASTLE, NORTHUMBRIA

FIXTURE COMPLETION RATE
WON LEAGUE AND
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

“> MEN'S PERFORMANCE - NATIONAL LEAGUE

2025-2026

SECOND SEASON OF THE

NATIONAL LEAGUE
EXETER, LEEDS, LEEDS BECKETT,

LOUGHBOROUGH, NOTTINGHAM,
NORTHUMBRIA

97% FIXTURE COMPLETION RATE

NORTHUMBRIA WON LEAGUE AND

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
GG
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WOMEN'S - DEVELOPMENT 45

2022-2023.
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2024-2025- . _

The second season of
WWL saw a 47% fixture
increase

2 X 9s tournaments took
place

If | weren't graduating, you wouldn'’t be able
to drag me away from my team and the

sport. It's the best decision I've made in 3
years.
Student
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ﬁOMEN’S PERFORMANCE - NORTHUMBRIA UNIVERSITY

¥

2025 - 2026
46 PLAYERS

WON 9S TOURNAMENTS
WON THE WOMEN'S WINTER LEAGUE FOR THE THIRD
CONSECGUTIVE YEAR
JOINT TEAM WITH NEWCASTLE THUNDER IN RFL 9S
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DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT

2023-2024

followers by followers by followers by
May 2024 May 2024 May 2024

Instagram page

established Best performing Best performing Best performing
November 2022 post engaged post engaged COCO:O\ODOA post engaged
accounts accounts accounts

followers by

Best collaboration Best collaboration Best collaboration
May 2023
post had 30k reel post had 59k reel post had 71k reel
plays plays plays

392% FOLLOWER INCREASE FROM 2023 - 2026
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The past 4 years have been a significant period of growth and
development for Rugby League within BUCS. With a dedicated
coordinator role focused on growing the men’s and women'’s game, the
sport has strengthened its presence in higher education and created new
pathways for participation and competition.

The report demonstrates the value of sustained investment in the
university game, supported through the strong partnership between BUCS
and the RFL. This collaboration has established a stronger foundation for
Rugby League within the Higher Education sector.

On behalf of myself and Maz, my predecessor who served in the role for
the first two and a half years, | would like to thank the RFL, BUCS and
member insititutions for their continued support and commitment to grow
the game. We are incredibly proud of what has been achieved collectively.

There are many highlights over the last 4 years, in particular the successful
implementation of Women’s 9s into the BUCS programme. As well as the
launch and continued success of the Men’s National League.

While this role comes to an end, the progress over the last four years
shows a strong foundation of Rugby League to continue in higher
education.

Abbie Diskin
Rugby League Coordinator
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