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Foreword
This Impact Report for 2024–25 is a clear demonstration of what can be achieved when
talent, coaching and partnership come together. Eliz’s incredible season is a reminder of
the elite potential within our student community. Equally important are the strides we
have made in workforce development, the progress of Rahul and Isobella is a direct
indicator of the strength and sustainability of these pathways.
 

I want to thank Sophie Kitson, our BUCS Tennis Programme Coordinator, and Alistair
Higham and the wider LTA for their continued support. These successes are very much
aligned with our BUCS Strategy, to deliver exceptional student sporting experiences,
embed sport and wellbeing at the heart of the student experience, and uphold our
values of being inclusive, dynamic, respectful and innovative. As we build on this year’s
achievements, our 2025–26 priorities, delivering the MOS, launching the Online League
Planner, and continuing targeted workforce development, will help us grow participation
and opportunity across the university game.

Neal Kington, BUCS Head of Competitions

It’s great to see the support BUCS give to the promotion and development of tennis in
universities, especially in competition and workforce development. BUCS runs a unique
nationwide league structure with weekly team fixtures every Wednesday from October
to April which is highly valued in British tennis. And importantly, there are now
increasing opportunities for players who don’t compete in the BUCS teams, an area
which will be the focus for the LTA and BUCS moving forwards.

Alistair Higham, LTA Universities Manager



Leagues & Knockouts - In Numbers
81 institutions

379 Teams
230 Men’s Teams 149 WoMen’s Teams

84 Leagues &
Knockouts

including 17 Fast4 Leagues & Knockouts

2070 Scheduled
Fixtures

95% completion rate
Increase of 2% across BUCS Tennis since 2023-24

1.04% higher than the BUCS Average

112 LUSL
Scheduled
Fixtures

Newly introduced
ITIA/LTA training

Bespoke Anti-Doping & Anti-Corruption
Training For National League TEams

(London Universities Sports Leagues)
with 13 Different institutions Competing



Events - In Numbers
14 events

387 unique
Entries

from 53 DIFFERENT institutions

hIGHEST EVER
wHEELCHAIR eNTRIES

Since the inaugural season in 2020-21 with
10 ENTRIES FROM 3 DIFFERENT INSTITUTIONS

Including LUSL Doubles Championships, LUSL Individual Championships,

LUSL Fest, 2 Super Weekends, BUCS Doubles Championships, BUCS

Individual Championships (with 5 Regional Qualifiers), BUCS Wheelchair

Tennis Championships and BUCS Big Wednesday

2 Super weekends
held at Loughborough University and The

national tennis centre
Super Weekends are the feature event of the Premier (national) League

calendar with all 6 men’s and all 6 women’s teams coming together to

showcase 2 of each team’s fixtures across a weekend

Notable alumni
Henry Patten

BUCS: Silver Men’s Doubles (2019-20)
ATP Career high doubles ranking: 3

University: Durham
Grand slam titles: 2

Davis Cup Ties: 1

Lloyd Glasspool
BUCS: Gold Men’s Doubles (2021-22)
ATP Career high doubles ranking: 3

University: Loughborough
Grand Slam Titles: 1



programme Spotlights

University of Nottingham
The University of Nottingham have had an
incredible season within BUCS, taking home 3
BUCS titles including: Men’s National
Championship, Women’s National Trophy and
Men’s Individual Championship (Phoenix Weir)
along with 3 runners-up including: National
League and Men’s & Women’s Doubles
Championship (Dominik Kellovsky & Phoenix
Weir and Katie Andreini & Madison Kane).

The Men’s 1  Team made history by winning the
Men’s National Championship for the first time
since 1954.

st

Loughborough University
Wheelchair Tennis
The Loughborough University Wheelchair Tennis
team had a very successful run at this year’s
Wheelchair Tennis Championships. The team of
7 took home an impressive 9 medals in total.

Loughborough student & Paralympian, Abbie
Breakwell sealed her 5  consecutive BUCS title
in the Women’s Singles before teaming up with
Joe Court in the Mixed Doubles to add another
gold to her collection.

th

Loughborough University
Eliz Maloney
Loughborough first-year Eliz Maloney had a
standout debut season, winning all 4 available
titles: Premier (National) League, National
Championship, BUCS Doubles Championship
(with Megan Davies) and BUCS Individual
Championship.

Eliz also made her international debut in the GB
Students team, securing silver at the Master’U
BNP Paribas Championships, represented GB
Students at the World University Games and
was named BUCS Sportswoman of the Year.



GB Students

7th Medal in a row
at master’U BNP paribas world University tennis

championships

Notable alumni

16 consecutive
medals

at major international university events including
the summer world university games

Joe salisbury
Gold Men’s Doubles (2015) in Gwangju

ATP Career high doubles ranking: 1
Grand slam titles: 4

Davis Cup Ties: 7

Olivia Nicholls
Bronze WoMen’s Doubles (2017) in Taipei

Bronze Master’U BNP Paribas 2016
WTA Career high doubles ranking: 31

University: Loughborough
Billie Jean King Cup Ties: 6

Competing in professional events around the
world wouldn’t be financially possible without
the support of a student loan and the facilities,
coaching, and strength & conditioning available
to me through university. Being part of the GB

Students team and getting the chance to
represent your country is something really
special – opportunities like that don’t come
around often. Following in the footsteps of

players like Joe Salisbury, Olivia Nicholls, Maia
Lumsden and Jonny O’Mara makes it even

more memorable. It’s honestly one of the best
tennis experiences I’ve had.

Liam Hignett - University of Stirling, GB
Students player and 2024 Master'U BNP

Paribas silver medallist

World University Games 2025 most successful
games ever with 2 silver Medals & 1 Bronze medal



Workforce Development
3 LTA

Development
events

LTA National University Training, LTA Captains
Training and LTA Student Leadership Day

67 competition
organiser sign ups

15 student
volunteers at

Events
From 3 different Institutions120+ Attendees

from 37 Different Insitutions 9 attended student-
only Line/Chair

Umpire Combined
Course

191 completed
University Tennis

Activators
Course

BUCS driven BUCS Supported



Completing the Competition Organiser course
gave me the confidence and structure to step into
leadership roles within university tennis. It led me
to complete the Line and Chair Umpire training,

and I’ve since volunteered at multiple BUCS Tennis
events, including officiating roles. The experience
has not only strengthened my organisational and

communication skills but also deepened my
passion for creating great experiences for players.
It’s been incredibly rewarding to contribute to the

sport from the other side of the net.
Rahul Shankar - Loughborough University

Workforce Development - Case Studies
Volunteering with BUCS Tennis over three events

provided valuable insight into the logistics behind a
major sporting event. It highlighted career paths in
sport beyond playing and offered a chance to see
the future of British tennis in action. Support was

also given to the social media team through content
creation and photography for @BritUniTennis on

Instagram - an opportunity to develop creative skills
and understand the importance of digital
engagement in modern sports promotion.

Isobella Carolan Hall - York St John University



Digital Footprint - BritUniTennis
123% Increase in

followers

247,405 Views
In march 2025 alone

since October 2023
from 1027 to 2292 (06/08/2025)

All data extracted from Instagram & Meta Business Suite,
Top 3 data relates to the period of the 2024-25 Season only

from content posted from the BritUniTennis account only

99,708 unique
accounts reached
150% increase compared to 2023-24 season

772,824 total Views
from January to august 2025



Edge Hill

74% universities competing in BUCS Tennis represented

Digital Footprint

60/81 universities
Competing in BUCS

Tennis featured on
Britunitennis

instagram

Abertay Royal Hollaway

St Andrews Hull York St John

Surrey Birmingham Huddersfield



Top performing Content - By Engagements

Eliz Maloney, Women’s Champion
Total Views: 16,511

Accounts Engaged: 413
Accounts Reached: 8,159

Eliz Maloney, Clean Sweep
Total Views: 18,377

Accounts Engaged: 390
Accounts Reached: 8,755

GB Students at Wimbledon Qualifying
Total Views: 47,521

Accounts Engaged: 312
Accounts Reached: 9,035



BUCS Big Wednesday - Live on BUCS Youtube

Women’s National Championship Final
Teams: Loughborough v Bath

Total Views: 1.2k
Commentary by: Abigail Johnson,

TV Commentator

Men’s National Championship Final
Teams: Stirling v Nottingham

Total Views: 2.8k
Commentary by: Will Shepherd,

Cardiff Met Student



Our 2025-26 Priorities
Minimum Operating Standards (MOS)
Further develop the MOS to strengthen the
Premier (National) League, supporting institutional
delivery with the aim of continuing to improve
standards across the league.

Continue collaborative work with the ITIA and LTA
to provide anti-doping and anti-corruption
education for students, promoting integrity and
safeguarding the sport.

Workforce Development
Support the delivery of subsidised/free training for
Competition Organisers, University Tennis
Activators, Student Referees, and Line/Chair
Umpires, while establishing a clear workforce
development pathway.

Continue to recruit and engage student volunteers
in key roles at BUCS Tennis events, including media,
event support, and officiating.

Recorded results
Ensure BUCS Tennis results are accurately recorded
on both BUCS Play and the LTA’s Online League
Planner, enabling results to contribute to each
student’s World Tennis Number (WTN) and
supporting the LTA’s goal of increasing the number
of results submitted towards WTN.

Social Media/Communications
Continue to raise the profile and influence of BUCS
Tennis through social media output on sites such as
Instagram.

Improve communication streams with students by
creating a GB University Tennis Network WhatsApp
Community.

Recreational offer
Promote LTA initiatives and products such as Play
Your Way to Wimbledon and Box Leagues to
enhance the student tennis experience and provide
accessible, competitive opportunities for
recreational players and those not currently
involved in BUCS competitions.

Improvements to Doubles Championships
To enhance the student experience, a consolation
draw will be introduced at the BUCS Doubles
Championships. This will ensure all pairs are
guaranteed a minimum of two matches, supporting
greater inclusivity and ensuring meaningful
competitive opportunities for all participants.



Sophie Kitson
BUCS Tennis Programme Coordinator
Email: sophie.kitson@bucs.org.uk

Contact us

@britunitennis


